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LET TE RS 


To the Reverend 


ohn Weſiley.. 


ET TE © : | a 3 
- Reverend Sir, _ 


OURS I receiv'd, and can't but a 
prehend, that abſolute Perfection 
aſſerted therein, as attainable, and at- 
tained by ſome in this Life. If you, 
Sir, or any other, have attained ſuch Chriſtian 
Gy, Liberty, as to be Free, not only from Fears 
N * and Doubts, but from Deadneſs, Dulneſs and 
"+4 "y n Wandrings in Prayer, and from 
« every Motion and Affection which is contrary 
© 8 the Law of Love:“ you muſt needs bg 
I Perfect, abſolutely ſo. For if you are free from 
3 every Motion that is contrary to God's LA 
1 fo ich requires us to love the Lord our God 
with all our Heart, Soul, and Strength, and ail 
Neighbour as ourſelves) you muſt needs hayea 
"ou. and abſolute 1 therete. In as 


8 | , 
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nuch as any want of Conformity to the Law, 
Ws = Contrariety thereto; and ſo the Tranſgreſ- 
gon of it. And that loch a Perfection is at- 
| Ifainable, or attained by any in this Lite, 1s what 
IL can in no wiſe agree to. 

| . It is certainly contrary to the Expertenct 4 
Wall the Saints that I have been acquainted with, 
jor heard of: Yea, I think, contrary to what is 
W recorded of any Saint in the Book of God. In- 
W decd I think it frange, if you yourſelf can ſay 
tor think, That you are free from every Motion 
which 1s contrary to the Law of God. *Tis 
very ſtrange, that where the Light of the Know- 


Chriſt, ſhines into any Heart, that Soul ſhould 
not diſcover its Own Darknefs. That there zs 
the Darkneſs of Sin, Weakneſs of F aith, Cold- 
neſs of Love, &c. and from thence, Deadneſs, 
Wanderings, &c. in every Saint, while in this 
mortal State ; 1s what I make no ab of: And 
can't but think it an amazing Thing that they 
ſhould not be diſcerned by them. 

As to myſelf, Sir, J readily grant, that I am 
che chief of Sinners, the lea of Saints, and but 
Wa Babe in the Knowledge of Chriſt. And I ve- 
ry believe, that-there is an higher, holier, hap- 
pier State attainable in this Life, than what L 
qa vile Worm, have yet experienced. And my 
longing Soul thirſteth for, and preſſeth after 
greater, and ſtill greater Meaſures of Conformi- 

Wty to Chriſt daily: Reaching forth toward the 
| | \ Mark, 


edge of the Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus | 


| ( 5] 
| Mark, for the Prize of the high Calling of God 
in Chriſt Teſus, to wit, a full Conformity to 
! Him, both in Hei and Glory. Which I 
hall never attain, until Mortality is ſwallowed up 
| of Life; until I bear the Image of the heavenly, 
as fully as I have born the Image of the earthy, 
This Mark of the Prize, for which I run, is too 
high and great to be attained in this low and 
little State. But keeping it in my Eye, I fol- 
low after, if that I may apprehend that; for Which 
I am apprehended of Chriſt Feſus. 
Dear Sir, you tell me, (from the Ae 1 
gave of myſelf ) © That J am not one of thoſe 
% who have crucify'd the Fleſh, with its A. 
fections and Luſts. And if ſo, Gop's Word 
declares, that I am none of CurisT's : For all 
His have done ſo. But oh! for ever adored be 
Free-Grace, the boundleſs Grace and Faithful- 
| neſs of my God, my Intereſt in Chriſt, is not ſo 
ſoon deſtroy'd in itſelf, as it is by your Aſſertion. 
No, bleſſed be God, that ſtands firmer than 
Heaven and Earth, upon the ſolid Baſis of the 
eternal Will, immutable Covenant, Word and 
Oath of a Gop that cannot lie! And as I have 
an eternal Intereſt in IEsus, by Virtue of the 
Father's Gift, Son's Purchaſe, and the Spi- 
rit's Work of Paith in my Heart ; ſo have I a 
1 Rrong Conſolation, The Holy Spirit of Gop, 
has witneſs'd to my Soul, my eternal Safety in 
fleeing for Refuge,. as a miſerable undone Sinner, 
anto CHRIST the great SAVIOUR, He has 
born 


7 6 ] 
born his Teſtimony, and enabled me to receive 
it, That my Beloved is nine, and I am His: 
That though the Mountains ſhall depart, and 
the Hills be removed; yet his Kindneſs ſhall not 
depart from me, nor the Covenant of his Peace 
be removed. And having recezved the Record, 
that God hath given to me eternal Life in bis 
dear Son, and ſet to my Seal that He is true: 1 
go on rejoicing, in hope of eternal Life, which 
God that cannot he hath promiſed. And, to the 
Praiſe of rich, free, ſovereign Grace, am firmly 
perſuaded, that neither Death, nor Life, nor An- 
gels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things 
preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, nor 
Depth, nor any other Creature ſhall be able to e- 
parate me from the Love of God, which is in 

Chrift Feſus my Lord. And this, notwithſtand- 
ing all that I ſee and feel of the Workings of 
Sin, and the Powers of Darkneſs, both within 
and without me. And oh the Glory of that 
Holineſs, the Fulneſs of that Salvation, I now 
have in Chriſt, . ſhall ere long have through 
him. 

For I muſt tell you my dear Brother, that 
though I ſee myſelf in myſelf, in this mixed 


State, to be vaſtly zmperfe&; yet I ſee myſelf 


in Chriſt, to be tbſolutely per fed. J am, even 


NOW, in all Reſpects, compleat in Him: who of 


God is made unts me, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, 
and San&ification, and Redemption. I am, even 
Now, a yy Beauty, as I ſtand before God, in 


the 


Ex) 
the ſhining Glories of Chriſt, my great Head and 
Repreſentative! His Wiſdom, ſwallows up all 
my Folly! His Holineſs, all my Impurity! His 
Righteouſneſs, all my Diſobedience | and His 
Redemption, all my Captivity! And as I am 
Now, in the Body of Chrift's Fleſh thro' Death, 
preſented holy, unblameable, and unreprovable, 
in the Father's Sight, as I ſtand myſtically com- 
plete in Chtiſt, my New- Adam Head; ſo ſhall 
I, ere/ong, by a Communication out of His Ful- 
neſs, be Her, ally complete, and, as ſuch, 
prelented Faultleſs before the Preſence of his | 
Gloty, with excceding Joy! And mean while, 
T choice, that HE, (the Holy Ghoſt, who is 
* God equal with the Father and the Son, and fo 
one with both, in his Love, Power and Faith- 
fulneſs; that HE I fay) which hath begun this 
good Work in me, will perform it until the Day 
of Jeſus Chriſt, And till then, I never expect 
1 perſonal Perfection, nor can 1 ſce any Ground to 
expect it from any of the Promiſes; nor any 
1 Example of ſuch a Thing in the Scriptures of 
S Tram. 

But, leaving my little Se/f, let us ſee what 
the great Apoſtles of the Lamb will fay unto us: 
Who were ſet irt in the Church, as to Office, 

Grace, and Holineſs. St. Paul, who is thought 
by ſome, to have had the holieſt Heart of any 
mere Man on Earth, complains moſt bitterly of 
his own Wretchedneſs, by Reaſon of the —_ 
an 


{ 1 ä 
and Working of a Body of Sin and Death in him, 
= Row. vii. 24. To this you'll reply: 
The Apoſtle there perſonates Another, and 
e ſpeaks not his own Experience.” 
But indeed, Sir, I verily believe, That be 
' ſpeaks his own Experience, after he was a con- 
verted Man, a new Creature in Chriſt Feſus, | 
from Ver. 14. to the End: Nor can I ſee any Rea- {| / 
ſon to think otherwiſe, For when, in the Views © 
of the Being, and Working of Sin in his Corrupt 
Nature, he had utter'd that lamentable Cry, O 
wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from the Body of this Death? Ver. 14. ie 
preſently anſwers, 1 thank God thro' Feſus Chriſt 
ear. Lord. His Faith preſently ſpy'd that abſo- 
late Freedom, that complete Victory over all 
Sin and Death, that He and all the Saints had, 
and ſhould have, by the Free Grace of God, in 
and thro' the Perſon and Mediation of Jeſus | 
{ Chriſt, And taking in, with one Vier, his ab- 
ſolute Perfection in Chriſt, and his preſent Im- 
perfection in Himſelf, he concludes, ſo then with | 
the Mind I myſelf ſerve the Law of God, but 
ait h the Fleſh the Law of Sin, Ver. 25. Which | 
is as if he ſhould fay, © I have a complete Deli- F -; 
< verance from all Sin and Death in CHriſt; al- : 
tho” at preſent it is but partral in myſelf. His | ; 
Victory is y Conqueſt ; He having overcome 
for me, and I being enabled to believe in Him, | 
for Righteouſneſs and Life.” And fo he pro- 
{ ceeds to ſhew what an abſolute Freedom from | 


Sin 


* 


A © mn 
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Sin and Death all hs Saints 204 have in Chriſt: 


There is therefore: now ub Condemnation to them 


that are in 'Chrift' Feſus, who walk not after the 


Fe , but. after the Spirit, Chap. viii. Ver. 1. 


Verſe, here is, firſt, The abſolute Free- 


| Gin Pann Condenmation, or the complete Fu oſt - 
fication of all that tte zu *Chrift, aſſerted, And 


ſecondly, "AN Deſeription given of the Perſons in- 
tereſted in it, by their alf, as being, not after 
the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. | 

There is Fherefore, &c. Wherefore 4 Why, 
becauſdiof the Free Grace of God, thro* the Per- 
ſon and Mediation -of Jeſus Chriſt there is no 
Condemnatibn to thoſe that are in Him. For 
this therefore refers to the laſt Verſe of the former 
Chapter; There is much Sin in them; they 
with ithe Fleſh ſerve the Law of Sin; but there S 
no Cyndemmution to them: Becauſe they are in 
Chriſt, who has fully: ſatisfy'd for their Sin, and 
made an End of it in Himſelf. There's no Con- 
demnation to em, even ow 3 notwithſtanding 
their being at preſent ſo imper feet in Fhemſelves: 


'Beewuſe\they are fo complete in Chriſt ; who has 


perfected them for ever, in Himſelf, by his own 
great Obedience. And thoſe that are in Chriſt, 


that are * in this great Privilege, are 
ſuch, 


Who walk not r the Fleſh, but after the 

Spirit, That is; they do not ſeek Righteouſneſs 

by their own Obedience to the Law; but believe 

in Chriſt, who hath perfectly fu Il d it, for all 
B 


Salvation 


© 


[ 1001 | 

{i Salvation; Life and Glory, And God having 
a the Rightenuſneſs: of his Son to them, 
for their complete) Juſtiſication; and upon this 
Bottom, given them his holy Spirit, to begin 
their Conformity to Chriſt; in the Mortification 
| of Sin, and Quickning of their Souls unto the 
besen Life: They are ſuch whoſe Walk, or 
general Courſe, is, not after the Fleſb, or cor- 


1 rupt Nature; ae after the Spirit, or the new 


Nature, Need from Chriſt, the neu Adam; 
Which always imitates Him, its great Pattern. 

And this their Walk after the Spirit, in both 
| theſe Reſpects, or their Walk by Faith in Chriſt, 
ccording to the Goſpel, for Juſtification and 

Saatification ; is evidential, That there is no 
Condemnation to them, but on the contrary, 
that they have complete Juſtification ; and Life 
and Glory, in the Right; and Begun Enjoyment 
of it now, and that they ſhall have the Full En- 
joyment of it hereafter. And this he further 
proves, and gives Himſe If as an Inſtance there- 


. of. 


Ver. 2. For the Law of the Spirit of 8 in 
Chriſt Je, us, hath made me free from the Law of 
Sin and Death, By the Law of the Spirit of 

Life in Chriſt Jeſus, I apprehend -the ſpotleſs 
Purity of Chriſt's holy Nature, or the perfe& 
Holineſs of the Son of God, as immeaſurably 
fd with the Spirit of Grace : who being made 
under the Law for vs, hath obey'd it perfectly, 
in Heart, Lip and Life: And thereby made us 
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free, completely free, in Point of Righteoufe 
before. God, from the Law- of Sin and Deat 


Yea, by the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 
Jeſus, or the inherent Holineſs of his Nature, 
conſider'd as a Principle, we are made free, per- 
fectly free in Him, repreſentatively, from all the 
Filth and Defilement of ours. And upon the Bot- 
tom of that complete Freedom we have in Chriſt in 
both Reſpects, repreſentatively; we are made 
free in our own Perſons now, influentially and 
partially: And ſhall be ſo orally, erelong. 
And this the Apoſtle further proves in the fol- 
} lowing Verſes. 
Ver. 3, 4. For what the FO could not 1 in 
that it was weak thro the Fleſh, God ſending bis 
own Son in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, and for 
Sin condemned Sin in the Fleſh : That the Righ- | 
teouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who © 
walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. 
What was it that the Law could not do? Why, 
it coptd not Justify 4 Sinner, It was weak in 
this Reſpect, thro' the Fleſh, or corrupt Na- 
, which render'd us incapable of fulfilling it. 
Nor could it ſan&fy an unboly Perſon. It re- 
quires Duty ; but gives no Strength. But God 
$ ſending his own Son in the Likeneſs of ſinful 
3 Fleſh, and for Sin condemned Sin in the Flefh : 
(The Fleſh of his own Son, who fatisfy'd for it, 
and made an End of it perfectly in Himſelf, and 
thereby condemn'd it to die the Death in us) 
That the » of the Law might be 


1 fulfill'd 


| Righteouſueſs of his dear Son unto us, and com- 


% 


L 12 if 
FINE in us, who walk not aftef the Fleſh, 


i but after the Spirit. And how. i is 'the Ri ghte- 
* 
4 
1 
| 
it 


ouſneſs of the Law fulfilled: in us, who eue 
in Jeſus? It is fulfil d in us, Firſt, unto Juſi- 


| fication. In as much as we by Faith look to 


Chriſt's Obedience alone, for all our Acceptance 
with God; and He imputes the Lawefulfilling 


pletely juſtifies us therein. And Secondly, "The | 
Righteouſneſs of the. Law is fulfilled in us, by 
Chriſt's being made under it for us, unto Sancti- 


1 "% Complete and. Total in Hin. And 


2. Partial and Total in our ſelves : ; QAarHHat's Wd" s 
here, and Total hereafter. 

Thus I have endeavour'd to prove, that the 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks bis own, Experience, and 
that of all the Saints, with Reſp ect to the In- 

perfection of this preſent State, in the latter Part 
of the 7th Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Ramans : 
By ſhewing the Connexion there is between the 
"te Verſe of the 8th Chapter, with the laſt of 
the 7th, where he plainly aſſerts, That the Per- 
{ons ſpoken of, in the former Chapter, are Men 
that are in Chrift : and ſhews their. Privilege, as 


fuch, that there is no Condemnation to them. 


Which he further ne in the — | 


Verſes. 


And I am the more n in it, that he 
there ſpake his own Experience, fince Phil. iii. 
12, Sc. he likewiſe aſſers his own Imperfection. 
Not as tho” 1 Bag already. attained, ſays he, or 


awere q 


5 about a growing Perfection, and greater, and 


131 


were already perfett : but T follow after, if that 


I may apprehend that for which alſp J am appre- 
Fs of. Chriſt Jeſus. Brethren, I count not 
myſelf to have apprehended : But this one J. hing 
I do, forgetting thoſe Things which are behind, 


And reaching forth unto thoſe Things: which are 


before, I preſs toward the Mark, for the Prize 
of the high Calling of God in Chrift Teſus. And 
in the next Verle, Let us therefore, ſays he, 
as many as be perfect, be thus minded. How's 


| chat? What, perfect, and imperfect at the ſame 
Time? Aye: But not in the fame Senſe. A 
Perfection of Parts, both as to Graces and Du- 


ties, the Apoſtle, and the Saints he wrote to, 
had : But a Perfection of Degree, with reſpedt 
to both, was wanting. And therefore he ex- 
horts thoſe who were perfect in the fir/# Senſe, to 


ſeek. moſt eagerly Perfection in the 14ſt. And it 


is as if he ſhould ſay, Never let us think that 
We have attained, however great our Attain- 
ments are, or may be in this Life; but for- 
getting the I hings which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe before, let us preſs 
toward the Mark, for the Prize of the high 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus: To wit, 
That full Conformity to Chriſt, which we 


* ſhall attain, when raiſed from the Dead.” 
And if in any Thing (ſays he) ye be otherwiſe 
minded, God fhall reveal even this unto you. q. d. 


If in any Thing ye be careleſs and. negligent 
{till 


[! [ 14 ] 
„ ſtill greater Meaſures of San&#ification, Gd 
„ ſhall reveal the Neceſſi. ty hereof to you.” And 
Oh that he would reveal it even to Hou alſo, my 4 
= dear Brother! 
But further, The Apoſtle, not only groans 
under his own Wretchedneſs, and aſſerts his own 
lImperfection, in the above- mentioned Places; 
but he likewiſe declares, That this is the com- 
mon Condition of all the Saints, while in the 
| Body, 2 Cor. 5. 4. For We that are in this Ta- 
'' bernacle do groan, being burdened : Not for that 
de wor'd be unclothed, but clothed upon, that Mor- 
= Zzulity might be ſwallowed up of Life, We that 
are in this Tabernacle, (ſays he) do groan, being 
burdened, with the Weight of Sin: Not that 
we would be unclothed, not merely, that we 
would be out of the Body, but clothed upon 
with the Glory prepar'd for our Souls in a ſepe- 
rate State, That Mortality might be ſwallowed 
up of Lie, i. e. That all the Mortality and 
i Death which now attends our Souls, while dwel- ©} 7 
ling in Terts of Clay, might be ſwallowed up. p 
of that Fulneſs of Holineſs and Glory, prepar'd ri 
for us when Preſent with the Lord, Not but 
that the Mortality of the Body, being ſwallow'd pi 
up of the Life and Glory of the Fir Reſurrec-. th 
ion, may be likewiſe compriz'd herein. But it 77 
is the Mortality of the Soul, being ſwallow'd | 
up of that Life reſerv'd for it in a ſeperate State, Ye, 
that was, and is, the immediate Object of the g 
Saints Deſires to be diſſolved. As is evident | 
i | 70 from 


(Is 1 
from Ver. 8. We are confident, : I ſay,” and 
willing rather to be abſent from the Body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord. When we' are 
| preſent with the Lord, after the Reſurrection, 
wee ſha'n't be abſent from the Body : And there- 
1 fore, that Life the Apoſtle had ſpoken of, Ver. 

. muſt needs, in the primary Intendment of 1 it, 
be The Glory of a ſeperate State. | 

Now then, if the Souls of the Saints while in 
the Body, are attended with Mortality; they: 
cannot, during that Seaſon, be Perfect in Holi- 
nes. For Mortality, as it reſpects the Soul, 
cCionſiſts in the Wan? of Conformity 0, and En- 
joyment of Gop: Which is its proper Lis. 
And fo far, and ſo long” as there is any Want of 
Conformity to God, (as there muſt needs be 
2 where Sin abides) there müſt be Mortality, and 
Imperfection: There can be no perfect Ran 
3 from U ˖ Q 
And this may be further corroborated]. by 
Hieb. xii. 23. Where the Apoſtle gives this E- 
pithet of Perfe&, to ſeperate Souls : © The Spi- 
rits of juſt Men, made Perfect.“ The Souls of 
2 ;uft Men, while in the Body, are Imper fect: 
but when out of the Body, and naked Spirits, 
they are then, and not fill then, made Perfect in 
Holineſs, and ſo in Life and Glory. 
And therefore, The Apoſtle John, ſays, 1f 
we ſay that we have no Sin, (i. e. while in this 
mortal State) we decerve our ſelves, and the Truth. 
s not in us, 1 Joh. i. 8. To this you'll Re- 
Ply : ITO 


i 
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1 but that we do not Commit Sin. And ſo the A 


my dear Brother, The Extenſooeneſs of Sin's Be- 


[ 26 ] 


* ££ We do not ſay. That we have no gitr n us, 
Y, 


poſtle himſelf ſays, Chap. iii. 9. Yea, he qt 

That he that is born of God, cannot Sin,” = 

I Anſwer: If you have Sin abiding. in you, | 
you are ſo far Imperfef: You are ſo far attend 
ed with Deadneſs, Dalneſs, &c. And confider, 
ing: as it hath ſpread it ſelf through, and ſtil! 
abides in every Part and Power of the Soul. For 
tho” by the Holy Ghoſt's Work in Regenera- 


tion, he has given us a new, and holy Nature, 


and wrought a univerſal Change in the Soul: Vet 
is not the Soul wholly new, entirely holy, and 
univerſally changed. An Infant, you know, 

when born into the World, hath a Perfection 
of Parts; but not of Degrees. It hath all the 
Parts of a Man compleat ; but it is long ere it 
arrives to the full Proportion of the Man, in any 
of them. And ſo it is with the Soul, when 
Chriſt's Image is firſt Form'd in it, and it is | 
Born from Above. It is truly Born Again, | 

hath a New, a. Perfect Heart, and a univerſal 

Change wrought in it; (in as much as the Holy 
Spirit produceth every Grace in it, and his Work 1 
extends to every Power of the Soul) So that it 
hath a Perfection of Parts; but not of Degrees: 
And is long ere it attains that Fulneſs of Stature 
which is deſign'd for every Grace, and that Com- © 
pleteneſs of Change defign'd for the whole Soul: D 
even as hong as it is in che Body, And fo long} : 

| | = 


I] 
as the Soul is Imperfe#, ſo long Sin doth, * 
will abide in all the Powers and Faculties theres 
of: even all Sin, the Seeds, or Habits of all Sin: 
a whole Body of Sin, not this or that Member 


only, but a Body, for Completeneſs of Parts, 


And as Sin, all Sin, is a direct Contrarzety to, 
and the T; ranſyreſſion of the Law of God; how 
Guilty, and Filthy, as in our ſelves conſider d, muſt 
the Sin of our Nature, make us in the Eye of the 
Holy, Righteous Law! and how ſhould we hum- 
ble our ſelves before the Lord, on this Account! 
But further, my Brother, Wherever Sin a- 


Bides, it works: It is an adive Principle of 


Darkneſs, that always works really in us, whe- 


ther perceptible by us, or not. And therefore 


we had need to pray always with the P/almiff, 


3 Cleanſe thou me from Secret Faults, And tho*® 


they which are Chriſt's, have Crucify'd the Fleſh 


1 with its Aﬀections ang Luſts: yet is not the 
2? Fleſh, its Affections and Luſts dead preſently. 
The Death of the Croſs, you know, was a lin- 


gering Death: and it was a long Time ere the 
crucifyd Malefactor was dead: and fo long as 


there was Life, there wou'd be Motion, and per- 
haps violent Struggles too. And chus it is with 


Sin. It is crucify'd in us, but not dead in us. 
And ſo long as it hath Life, it will have Motion, 


and at Times, violent Struggles too, How then, 
can we, ſo long as Sin abides in us, (and that it 
will while we're in the Body) be free from 
„Deadneſs, Dulneſs, Heavineſs, and Wandrings 
ain Prayer; and from every Motion and Aﬀec- 


C | tion 
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tion which is contrary to the Law of Love? 
| Surely, the Scriptures of Truth, teach no ſuch 
Freedom attainable in this Life. Oh, my Bro- 
ther, I doubt not, there are Swarms of fooliſh, 
Vain, impertinent, wandring, yea, wicked hong hrs, 
that ariſe even in Your Mind, in One Day, if 
not in One Hour: And if you diſcern em not, 
tis ſfrange. Oh, prey for the Spirit, to convince 
vou of Sin more fully: And in his Light and 
Strength, watch them more zarrowly than ever 
Þ vet you have done. When you engage in ſo- 
lemn Conver/e with Gop, doth your Heart ne- 
ver ſtart ge from that glorious Object? Should 
vou ſay, It doth not: it would even make me. 
tremble to think what a Deceit you are under. 
Indeed I acknowledge, and through Grace 
W have experienced, that there are ſome Moments, 
| when God draws very near our Spirits, that He 
doth as it were attract our whole Souls, after him. 
, He ſo fills our Thoughts, that he Lavcs as it 
were no Rom for any Thing elſe. But ſuch 
| Seaſons are extreordinary, and not the conſeant 
b | Experience of the Saints in this low Land. And 
even at ſuch Times, I doubt not, there are the 
Þ ſecret Workings of Sin, in a leſſer Degree, whe- 
| ther we diſcern, or 7 el. upon them; or not. 
Jo that, as I take it, we can never lay oe have 
i! 1 Sin, unleſs we deceive ourſelves, 
For this Phraſe of the Apoſtle, as I apprehend 
| it, reſpects acta! Sin: of Thoughts, Words and 
Deeds. For even Thoughts, are to bg! referred 
91 to the Head of aH⁰n Sin. ©* The 1 Thought of 
. « Wickednefs 
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% Wickedneſs is Sin.“ And a Thought is an A 
of the Mind; and naked, and open to the Eyes 
of him with 'whom we have to do. And it muſt 


be acual Sin that is here intended, if we un- 


derftand It in a con/i/tent Light with the Context. 
Ver. 7. be ſays, But if we walk in the Light, 
as he is in the Ligbt, we have Fellowſhip one 
with another, (1. e. God with us, and we with 
him) and the Blood of Fejus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth 
us from all Sin. Doubtlets tis the Sin of our 
Walk, that is chietly intended here; or that 


3 actual Sin which attends us in our cloſeſt Walk 


with God. And then, to anticipate an Oœec- 
ion, that might be made againſt our being guilty 
of actual Sin, while we walk with God, he ſays, 
Ver. 8. If. we ſay that we. have no Sin, i. 4 
ſach Eind of Sin, Sin attending our Walk) we 
deceive ourſelues, and the Truth it not in us. And 
then he adds, Ver. 9. F we confeſs our Sins, 
(here tis Sins, in the plural, the Sins of our 
Thoughts, Words and Deeds, which attend us, 
even in our Walk with God) he is faithful and 
Just to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from 
all Unrighteoujneſs. And Ver. 10. If we ſay that 
we have not ſinned, (here again, tis actual Sin) 
we make him a Liar, and his Word is not in us. 
And then in the Beginning of the next Chap- 
ter, he ſays, my littie Children, theſe Things write 
J unto you, that ye ſin not, (which evidently in- 
tends actual Sin: for the Sin of our Nature falls 
not under this Diſſwaſion.) And it is as if he 
C 2 ſhould 
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ſhould ſay, Watch, and oppoſe all the Mo- 
tions of Sin: Nouriſh them not in your 


* Hearts, nor fulfil them in your Lives.“ And 
then to encourage them to go on in their Walk 
with God, notwithſtanding there was, and would 
be ſo much Sin attend them therein, he adds, 
And if any Man ſin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous. Here 
again, it 1s evident from the very Office of -an 
Advocate, that tis actual Sin, that is intended. 
An Advocate, you know, pleads the Cauſe of 
his Client, anſwers all Accuſations brought a- 
gainſt him, and clears him, and his Cauſe in the 
open Court. And as we are daily gu:/ty of actual 
Sin; ſo Satan, the Accuſer of the Brethren, ac- 
cuſeth us before God Day and Night. But, oh, 
bleſſed be God, we have an Advocate. An Ad- 
vocate of his own providing: Jeſus Chriſt the 


| Righteous. Such an Advocate, that is of God's 


anointing to the Office: Such an Advocate, that 
is ' Righteous, abſolutely, ineffably, yea, infinite- 


| ly /; and that pleads his own Righteouſneſs for 
us Sinners: and ſo righteouſly caſts oz? all Ac- 


cuſations-that can be brought againſt us, brings 
us off clear, with Honour in open Court, and 
ſaves us to the uttermoſt. And with this the 
Apoſtle comforts the Sainte, under all their ac- 


| Zual and daily Sins. So that from the whole Con- 


text, it is evident, that he intends actual Sin, 
where he ſays, If we ſay that we have no Sin, 


« If 
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« If it is actual Sin that is there intended, how 


e can this be reconciled with his other Aſſertion, 
„That he that is born of God, doth not com- 


ec mit Sin, yea, cannot Sin? 


To this I anſwer'd in my /aft : by giving you 


! ſome Account of my own Experience with re- 


gard to both. And indeed, my Brother, I think 
it is the Experience of moſt of the Saints. But 
however it be, as to that, there can be no Con- 
tradiction in theſe Texts: and the one, muſt be 
open'd conſiſtently with the other, And I know 
of no other Way of opening this latter, in a 
conſiſtent Light with the former, than to under- 
ſtand it thus: That he that is born of God, doth 
not, cannot /in, as ſuch, as he is born of God; 
or that according to the new Nature, he doth 
not, cannot /in. Nor can he that is born of 
God, fin in a general Courſe ; or go on in a Courſe 
of Ungodlineſs, as an unregenerate Perſon doth. 


And that he thus doth not, cannot commit Sin, 


may be aſſerted, very confitently, with his actual 
daily ſinning. For though the Man that is born 
of God, cannot fin, as he is born of God, or 
according to the new Nature; yet every Sin is 
the Action of the Man. And take the Man in 
a complex Conſideration, or as having both the 


new, and old Nature in him, he finneth daily, 


the Holieſt of his Actions being mixt with Sin. 
And he oftenfalls into Als of Sin, either more 
inward, or outward, in Heart, or Life. And 
if we deny it, the Apoſtle ſays, we decei ve our- 

| ſelves, 


[ 22 | % 
ſelves, make God a Liar, and the Truth of his 3 
Word is not in us. And therefore, 1 
Upon the whole, my dear Brother, J beſcech q 
you to beware that you be not deceived. And | 
that thereby the Glory of God's free, rich Grace, 
be not eclipſed: And the infinite Merit of Chrift's 
Blood, and the Glory of his Advocacy leſſened in 
your sight: And your conſtant Life of Faith, 
and Increaſe in Holineſs interrupted. | 
If you do not commit Sin daily; you cannot 
pray for the daih Forgiveneſs of yeur Treſpaſjes ; 
nor can youduly apprehend the exceeding Riches 
of divine Grace, extended to you, and expended 
upon you, in the daily Pardon of your mani- 
fold Sins; nor give unto God the Glory due un- 
to. his Name, for his ſuper-abounding Grace, his 
overflowing Mercy. 

If you do not commit Sin daily, if you are 
not convinced that you do; you can't have fo 
full a Sight of the infinite Merit of Chriſt's | 
Blood, which tages away your numberleſs Tranſ- 
{1 greſſions; nor, of the Glory of his Love and | 
Work, as your Advocate with the Father; nor 

can you give him the Glory due to both the | 
Branches of his Prieſthood, viz. his great Sacri- 
ice, and glorious Advocacy. 
0 If you do not commit Sin daily; how can 
i! you exerciſe Faith in the Blood of Chriſt for 
daily cleanſing? if your Hands and Feet, your 
Work and Walk, are not defiled; of what preſent 
e, can the Fountain ſet open for Sin, _ 
| or 


T7 LiNEsS To 
daily 
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bor Uncleanneſs be to you If there is no Iaiqui- 
1 1 cleaves to your Holy Things; how can you ex- 
ö erciſe Faith on Chrift, as bearing it away, by 


7 preſenting all your imperfect Services in his own 


Perfections, before the Face of his Father, H& 


JeHovan? How can you come 


in this Reſpect ; if you do not 


how can 


he yet hope for? And what he hath already at- 


f Pee) why doth he, or how can he yet /eex 


for? Beware therefore, that you be not deceived, 
in thinking yourſelf free from actual Sin daily, | 
And ſo the Glory of God, and of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, (and of the Spirit too, in his Office, 


as a Sanclifier) be leſſened; and your own Faith 


and Holineſs hindered. 
Indeed, my Brother, our 1 bere, 1s to be 


a Life of Faith; or a conſtant living by Faith, 


out of our imperfect ſelves, in, and on the Per- 
ections of the Son of God, as in Office to ſave 
us. And this is the Excellency of it, in the pre- 
ſent State. And as for perfect Holineſs, 'tis a 
Glory reſerved for, and peculiar to the Life of 
Vision; which we ought daily to long for, and 

haſten. to. 
And now, that the God of our Lord Telus 
Chriſt, 


5 


unto God by Chriſt, as your living High 

Prieſt above, who always appears in the Preſence 
| of God for you, 
ſee a daily Need of this Part of his Prieſthood ? 
And if you do not commit Sin daily; 
you pray, hope, and ſtrive for higher Meaſures 
of Holineſs ? For what a Man /eeth, why doth 


[24] 

Chriſt, the Father of Glory, may give unto you 
a greater Meaſure of the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Revelation in the Knowledge of HIM; and 
lead you more fully, under his efficacious * 


Teachings, into all T ruth: is the earneſt De- 
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„ | Dear Br, 

1 Yours nn. in CHRI 187, . 
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LETTER F. 

* Reverend and dear Brother, 

95 OURS I received, and give you hearty 
; Thanks for that, and all other Teſtimonies 
of your Reſpect to unworthy me. Indeed Sir, 
I am grieved to hear you ſtill maintain, what in 
my Thoughts, is contrary to the Truth of God's 
Word ; and to fay, you know more Inſtances of 
it daily. 


Dear Sir, you may remember, that according 
to your former, the Account you gave me of 


e had attained it, we are then free, not only 


from Fears and Doubts, but alſo, from all 
© Faintneſs, Coldneſs, and Unevenneſs of Love, 
„ © both towards God, and our Neighbour. And 


10 © hence, from Wandrings of Heart in Du- 
W's ty, and from every Motion and Affection, 
that is contrary to the Law of Love, PE? 
| eſpecially Tree. the firſt Stirrings of Anger, 
Se.“ 
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Chriſtian Liberty was this : That when we | 


1 Se. — And you ſay, I could bring many Ar- 


tag) 


<« guments to prove this alſo, But I dare not; 
« Neither is it needful.” | 

Indeed Sir, I have no Mind to maintain a 
Diſpute., It is as diſagreeable to me, as it can 
be to you, Eſpecially, as in my laſt, I freely 
and fully told you my Mind, Which I was 


| 1 oblig d to, in Love and Faithfulneſs; and now 


am quite eaſy as to that, and mall leave you 


| with the Lord, praying that you may be taught 


of him. So that i in the main, We are both a- 
greed, not to argue. But i think it a little 
range, that you ſhould fay, © I dare not.“ If 


: what you aſſert, is the Truth of God, and 


part of that Faith once deliver'd to the Saints : : 


Why ſhould . you be | afraid to argue, yea, 


to . contend TT for it? Perhaps vou 
anſwer : 5 


need not argue it with the Saints. Becauſe 


you add, There is a Spirit that will lead us 
ben into All Tat.” 


This Sir, I verily believe; Aud rejoice in 9 


JE Privilege, among the reſt of the Saints, al- 
tho' I am leſs than the leaſt of them all. But 
yet, oy the Holy Spirit s being promis d to lead 


us into all Truth, I don't think we are to un- 


derſtand, that HE ſhall lead all the Saints into eve- 


ry individual Truth in, the Book of GOD, nor 
indeed any of them, into any one particular 
Truth, in its own comprehenſive Fulneſs, while 
in this * In the Life to come, indeed, we 
D ſhatl 


| a 26 } 
| (hal know. all Ttuck, perfectly and totally. 
But in Vis, we only know initially and partially. 
And. Wirefare have need of all the Me Ans of 
Teaching. And why may not ſolid Arguments, 
tounded on the Word of God, (that Standard 
of Truth, 5 try Rate 6 be a Proper 


Means 22 the Saimts Inſtruction ? Surely if the 
Apoſtles. had thought. it not ſo, 1 5 would 
not have args'd for the Truth with them, iti 
ſo many Inſtances wherein they were liable to 
miſtake. But I write not thus, | that it 
ſhould be ſo done. unte ne: but only Teak of 
the Thing as it 1. 
Indeed my Brother, it is ky Deſire for my. 
— for 72 and for all the Saints, that we 


that the 25 of CHRIST, doth, N 8 = JT. 
us according to the Word of CHRIST. HE 
is ſtyl'd The Spirit of Truth, as I cofceive not | 
only becauſe He is the GOD of Truth, . or the | } 
true GOP, and cannot he; but alſo "becauſe J ; 
HE reveals and ppplies. the Truth' of GOD in | 


his Word, unto us. HE, faith our Lord, ſhall 5 
bring all Things to your. Remembrance, Wbatſo- I 
ever I have ſaid unto you.” Whether, perſonally, Vi 
or miniſterially, by his Prophets and Apoſtles. | 
Therefore let us bring all our Notions of Things, Jt 
to the written Word; and ſee whether they Ife 


be conſonant therewith or diſſonant thereto. 
Tbe Apoſtle Jobn bids us ty the * be- 
ther 
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ther they be of God: And how fhall we try 
them, but by the toritten Word? That fue 
Ward o Prophecy, unto, wohich doe do well to 


late Heed? If any ſpeak not according to 


this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in 
them. I pray you take this Caution kindly, 


I know not whether it is needful, "On in Loye 
I give it. | 


My dear Rocher, I thay own; that 1 am ; 


9 but a little Child, and that I know nothing: 


(eſpecially; if my Knowledge be reduc'd to that 


which is Soul-transforming and practical) And 


I think you allow the fame for yourſelf, and 
all the Saints. And if our Knowledge is imper- 


3 ##, while here; (for even an inſpired Apoſtle 
2 faith, now I know in part) Why not our Holi- 


neſs Doth not our Holineſs flow ſrom our 
Knowledge And bear a ſtrict Proportion there- 
with? Surely while we Fnow, and ſo far as we 
know, or behold with open Pace, the Glory of the 
LORD, we are changed into the fans Image © 


from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of the 


LORD. Who, from CHRIST, becomes the 
transforming Shine, that both enlightens and 
transforms us at once; juſt according to the 
Degree of his ſhining, or caſting the Nays of Di- 


vine Glory upon us. 
And indeed the Apoſtle faith, “ If any Man 


think that he knoweth any thing, (i. e. per- 
fecly) he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to 
„Know.“ How 3 is chat, Sir? How is it that we 


9 Lou 
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Loe nothing? Surely it muſt be taken compa- 
[| ratively, and not poſitively. For. poſitively, 

| they that are ſþiritual, under the Teachings. 


of . Holy Spirit, do :know GOD in 
CHRIST, and the Things which of HIM are 


| Feels given them. They know that they are 


. 4 if of GOD, and that the whole World lieth in 
Wickedneſs. They know that if the earthly 
a 10 Hlouſe of their Tabernacle were diſſolved, they 
have a Building of GOD, an Houſe not made 


with Hands, eternal in the Heavens: c. But 


tze Knowledge they have of theſe 7 bing, 
tho' it be certain and ſure, yet is it not Full 3 


and clear: And no more, if compar'd with 


the Tranſcendent Glory and Excellency of 


the Things known, as in themſelves con- 


ſider d, and with the Knowledge they ſhall 


one Day have of them in all their refulgent 
Brightneſs, than NOTHING ! Oh, when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is 
in part ſhall be done away! Then we ſhall ſee 
no more thro' a Glaſs darkly, but Face 10 Face: 

and all the Saints be of one Mind! Lord ha- 
| Ken that bleſſed Day! For my own part, tho' 


I know Nothing comparatively, yet the little 


Knowledge I have poſitively, of the Excellency 


and Glory 'of GOD, as the O of all Grace 
in CHRIST, of his being my Time-Lot, and 
my. eternal ALL: Of my Beloved's being nine, 
and I His: And of the Office and Operations 
of the Spirit, as a Sanctifier and Comforter: &c. | 
is 


5 
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1 18 7 much, that I would not take a World for 1 it; 
no, nor Millions of them, were there ſo many, 
60 is nine; and I have enough ! Adored for 
ever be that Grace; that made HIMSELF my: 
Part, and my Lot! And who can tell the Bliſt, 
the Joy, the Soul- K eſt which) I have in this 
Kuovledge ! Surely A Stranger doth” not inter- 
meddle Wu it! And is it not thus with You, 
my Brother? Then let us be thankful for that 
| Knowledge of the Truth which is given us, 
bold fat what we know, and hope and wait for. 
that perfect Knowledge, which our gracious 
60 will give us in his good Time. 
Dear Sir, after I had finiſh'd my laſt, there. 
was a Thought came into my Mind, which I 
was very defirous to acquaint you with; and 
11 ÞF thought to do it by Poſtſcript, but had not 
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t Room. Give me leave 3 now to in- 
t ſert it. | 
s | The Thou ght which came into my Mind, 
e was This: That one great Means of Miſlead- 


ing you, and ſome of your Friends, with re- 


ſpe& to Perfection in this Life, mi ght be, your 
apprehending the New-Bzrth, to * ſo 1 


0 

le with refpe& to that perfect Reitude of Na- 
y ture, which we had in the firſt Alam: As if 
ce | that was the fir? Birth, and the good York 
1d Y wrought in us now, the /zcond. From whence 
e, you thus argue: The firſt Adam, in his pure 
ns State was perfectly Holy: And therefore the 


Soul of Man ſince * Fall, muſt attain s 
Perfection 


[ 30 F | 
4 | Perfection of Holineſs, anſwerable thereunto,. | 
is | hefaro it can be truly, faid to be Born again. 1 
I | And indeed I grant, that it may be ſtrongly 
| argu u'd. from hence, that as the firſt Man was 
made perfectly Holy, and ſo perfectly happ py in 
the Enjoyment of GOD ; So there can be no 
true Happineſs for the Soul of Man, without 
| Holineſs. And as He, ſince the Fall, is altoge- 
cher deprav'd, fo there is an abſolute Neceſ- 
tity that his Soul be renew'd, and have the 
„ fx of GOD form'd in it: Or he can have 
no Communion with HIM, either here, or 
hetreafter. For What Fellowſhip hath Light with 
Darkneſs? 
jt But then, That this Renewing. of the whole 
py Soul, in all its Powers and Facultics, muſt be a 
total Renewing of any of them, or ſuch a Re- 
newing, that excludes all Imper fedtion, doth not 
= follow from hence. Becauſe the State of Man 
before the Fall, and ſince, is vaſtly different. 
The Communton that Adam had with GOD, was 
if perfect, uninterrupted and conſtant ; And there- il 
0 fore of Neceſſity, his Hol;neſs, 1 he enjoy'd 
it, was ſo. But the Communion which renewed 
Souls enjoy with GOD in this World being 
| imperfect, interrupted and inconſtant; there 1s 
not the tame Neceſſity of perfect Holineſs, as 
W there was in Adam, in order to the Enjoy- 
ment of it. 
Will There is indeed an 4 Neceſſit that 
UW there be Holineſs of Truth, or the ruth of - 
= J Holineſs 
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| . Holineſs wrought | in the Soul; or it can have 
nao Cömmunion with GOD. And the more 


= Holineſs any Soul attains, | the more it is fitted 


for, and favbürd with Communion with GD 


in this Life. And cherefore we ought to labour 
after the higheſt Holineſs, and make it our Bu. 


faneſs While in che Body, to 
day. A Perfection of Holineſs with reſpect to 


Se * 2 — . _ r 
BBB ˙ͤ—— on, 


rious Objects thereof: So the Soul, when born 


perfect the ſamtẽ 
Parts, is abſolutely neceſſary, to fit the Soul 


| for partial Communion with GOD here: Anf 


a Perfection of Holineſs with reſpect to Degree, 


to fit it for that Pes fact Communien it ſhall 


have with HIM hereafter?! And when; At 
Death, the Soul is made perfect in Holineſs i 


irnttiediately enters hto that ipetfect, uninter- 


rupted, and eternal Lanai: With GOD, 


x which was prepar'd for-it;. and for which it cis 


now prepar d And till Den, Holineſs of 


Tulb, is never at its full Grob. Which 


think may be fithy gather U, from this gegd 
Work upon our Souls, being ſtybd a wands... _w 
Neu Birtb, or Us being Born again. 

For as I take it, The Work of W ci 
the Sul, is Hyd the new, or ſecond Birth, 
by vray of Alluſien to the firſt Birth, or our 


Birth in Nature, And if you look'd upon 
* to be /o; two "Things would neceſſarily fol 
| low: Im 


1. That as 4 Child in Nature; when born into 
this World, is "fitted for Converſe with the ba- 


into | 


1 | [ 32 Þ | 
nnto the World of Grace, is fitted for Converſe | 
W | with thoſe glorious Objects which are there to 
| - be enjoy'd. It has a ſpiritual Faculty of Seeing, 

| Hearing, Smelling, Taſting and Feeling thoſe 

; ſpiritual Powers and Glories, which are pecu- 
lar to the heavenly State, the Kingdom, or 
World of Grace. As the Babe in Nature, has 
natural . Faculties to converſe with the T hings 1 
of Nature, or thę various Things of this preſent 
World. And as the Babe in Nature, can hayes 
u 0 ERjoyment of the good Things of this World, 
Until it is born into it: ſo neither can the NR 
Soul enjoy any of thoſe. glorious : Things which 
GO D bas N for chem 8 Love 


Ge or bot out. of: Darkack into > GOD: 0 f 
marvellous Light. And Y 
10 2. That as a Child in PILAR | hat born $ 
into this World, | baving--a Perfection of Pars, | 
fill wants a Perfection of Degrees, and is: long 
ere it arrives to the perfect Uſe. of thoſe Fa- 
culties concreated with it, and. that Fulneſ. by 
Stature for which it is deſignd: So. the Soul, 
when born into the World of Grace, tha“ it 
1 Has ſpiritual Senſes, and a Perfection of Parts, 
with reſpect to Grace and Holineſs ;; yet is 
long ere it. arrives to the perfect Uſe and Ex- 
. erciſe of its ſpiritual Senſes, and that full Al. 
fire of Stature which is appointed for it, as a 
Member in the myſtical Body of CHRIS TN 
which is his Fulneſs. As a Child in Nature, 
FR | advanceth 


1331 
advaüceth by flow Degrees to the Perfection f 
Manhood: So a Child in Grace, grows up from. 


7, one Degree of Grace unto. angther, until Grace 
le nn is an 1N- Glory. TE 
Thus you would very naturally and truly ar- 
or gue, if you look d upon our Nero-Birth, or 
as f Birth in Grace, to be an Alluſion to our firſt 
gs Birth, or Birth in Nature. Whereas your 
nt looking upon it to be an Alluſion to that per- 
ed Holineſs, which was concreated. with che 
d, | firf Man, naturally miſleads you. 


And indeed, I don't remember, that Allr 8 
ch Produtinn, is any where ſtyl'd a Birth, Had 
we it been ſo in 4 Proper Senſe,” it would have no- 
of ted Inperfectibn. Whereas the firſt Man was 
created perfe#?, abſolutely ſo, a perfect Man 
at once: Both with reſpect to the. Members of 
rn his Body, and the Holineſs of his Soul. Buy! 
1, with reſpect to our Production, both i in No p 
Ng | and Grace, it's juſt" the Rever 505 
a- Thus Sir, you haye my T oughts: Judge 
Ft you can. Only take it not amiſs, that T Have 
ul, | fo freely imparted them. In Love I offer them 
it to your Conſideration, with a Deſire after 3 your 
rts, | Edification, if the Lord Plele.. © 
t is © Unto the. tender Love and Care of CHRIST, 
* © our great Prophet, I commit you: Praying that 
ea- you may al ways abide under the glorious Teach- 
sings of his Word and Spirit; and be greatly 
1; us'd by HIM the chief Shepherd, to feed his 
ure, Sheep and Lemde; that fo hen HE appears, 
ceth oh f E | you 


Wl 4 | = * 34 * | 

. dr may receive a Crown of Glory that ann 
not away. R ‚ 
Dear Sir, 


Yours in the LORD, &c. 


2 


E ET TE R i 


Reverend Sir, 5 
OURS I receiv'd, ls embrace Ji n 
NY Opportunity to anſwer it, — I glad 
vou expreſs ſo great a Regard to the ſacr . 
wa j cles, and take the Weapons of your Warfa 
of this Armoury, in that good Work * A 
1 now engag d in, vig. in contending againſt 
fthoſe Doctrines you mention, which ſome of 
late have aſſerted. And as to the firſt, 
it I. That there are no Degrees in Faith, that 
weak Faith is 0 Faith, that there is no Faith at 
| all, in one that has any Doubt or Fear.” I look 
upon this to be a very falſe one. You will ob- 
ſerve, that L leave out the laſt Clauſe, or that 
3s not, in the full Senſe, a New Creature.” Be- 
cauſe I judge, that wherever true Faith is 
| wrought, however weak it is, that Perſon, in 
the Senſe of God's Word, is a Neu Creature; 
choc' not grown up to the full Stature deſign d. 
If there were no Degrees in Faith, if weak 
Faith was 70 Faith, if there was no Faith at all, 
in one e that has any Doubt or Fear; why 410 | 
ord 
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Lord ſay to his Diſciples, O ye of little Fuitbꝰ 


Mat. vi. 30. And unto Peter in particular, 
XZ who in the general, was one of the ſtrongeſt | in 
Faith, O thow of little Faith, wherefore didſt 
thou doubt ? Chap. xiv. 31. And again, to his i 
| | Diſciples, Oye of little Faith, why reaſon ye. 
among yourſelves; becauſe ye have brought no 
Bread: Chap. xvi. 8. He doth not ſay, O 
ye of no Faith, but O ye of little Faith. Which 
plainly implys, that there are Degrees in Faith, 
that weak Faith, is true Faith, altho' attended 
W with Doubts and Fears; And that Doubts, Fears, 
and carnal Reaſonings are Evidences that Faith 
is weak, or ſmall; either as to the Habit there- 
of in che Soul, or as to the preſent Exerciſe 
thereof by! * And in vain it is for any to ob- 
R 
Jeck and ſay, 
Objec. This is no Proof that there are De 
grees in Neu- Teſtament Faith, or in the Faith 
K of Believers: under the Goſpel: In as much as 
that Faith, which our Lord's Diſciples had, 


2 while he was with them on the Earth, was not 
12 the ſame that they had towards bim, When Jeſus 
Was glorify d. P * 


RA An. The Faith, even of OT, eflament Saints, 
and of our Lord's Diſciples while in the Days of 
his Fleſh, was the very ſame that true Believers 
now have under the Goſpel, Their Faith was 
| converſant with the ſame Object, for the ſame 
End. Only with this Difference: 7. hey look'd 
unto CHRIST as the alone Sa viouk, for all 

Sz Salvation, | 


© ce look to HIM as having done it, 
| Lord ſays, Abraham rejoyced to ſee my Day, be 


ſaw it and was glad. And all thoſe Worthies in 
the eleventh of Hebrews, 


| per/waded of them, and embrac'd them. 
} when many of our Lord's e left him, 


1 36 1 


| ration, as HE was. to 1 it out for them: 


altho' they had not ſuch a diſtin& View of the 


ay and manner h, as we now have), And 
Hence our 


who received not the 


Promiſes, (1. e. The Fulfillment of them, in the 
Coming of the Meſſiah) who dy*& in Faith, are 


ſaid to have ſeen them afar off, to have been 
And 


and he asks the Twelve, Vill ye alſo go away? 
Peter, in the Name of the reſt, that had true 
Faith, replies, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? Thou 
haſjl the Woras of eternal Life. And we believe, 


and are ſure that thou art that Chriſt, the Son 0 


the living, God, Whence it is evident, That they 


bad the ſame Faith that we have nd that as 


there were Degrees in Faith then, that weak, 


Faith, was true Faith then, altho' attended with 


Doubts and Pears , even 5 it is now. 


But further, That there are Degrees in F aith 


Ec. is evident by what our Lord ſpake concern- 


ing the Centurion, Verily I fay unto you, I have 
not found ſo great Faith, no not in Iſrael, Mat. 
© Til. 10. 


there would have been no Room for diſtin ouiſh- 


If there had been no Degrees in Faith, 


ing Faith, into great, or little, greater, or leſ- 
fer... Where there is no Difference in Things, 
nor Degrees in the ſame Thing, there can be no 
e 
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Compariſon, to ſhew the Excellency of one above } 
the other, in good Things, or the Inzquity of 
one above the other, in evi! Things. One Lord 
then, by this of 2 great Faith, ſets forth the 


Exxellency of this Man's Faith, with reſpect to 1 


the Greatneſs of its Degree, above all that he. 
had found, even in fuel. And thus, as to the 
Woman of Canaan; O Woman, great is thy 
Faith, Mat. xv. 28. And hence, a peculiar 
Bleffedneſs is pronounc'd upon Believing with- 
out Sight: Becauſe of the Purity, Excellency iſ 
and Strength of That Faith, to That which leans 
much upon Sen/e : Becauſe thou haſt ſeen Me, | 
thou ' haſt Believed : Bleſſed are they that have 
not ſeen, and yet have Believed, Joh. xx. 29. 
And to ſhew that there are Degrees in Faith, 
Stephen is ſaid to be a Man full of Faith, Ads 
ix. 6, 8. And Barnabas alſo, Chap. xi. 24. 
And thus Abraham likewiſe is ſaid not to; he 
weak in Faith: Becauſe he confider'd not bis own | 
Body now dead, when he was about an hundred | 
Years old, nor yet the Deadneſs of SaFab's Womb. i 
He Rlaggered not at the Promiſe of God through |} 
Ungelief, but was ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory | 
to God, Rom. iv. 19, 20. But this Ithink ma 
_ ſuffice, to prove that there are Deg#ees in Faith, | 
That Weak Faith is True Faith, or that true 
Faith may be in that Soul where there are Doubts il 
and Tr and that the Excellency of Faith lies 
in its Strength: and therefore all true Believers ll 


ſhould labour after the — Degree of Faith.” | 
1 1 


( 38 ] 
Before I proceed to the next Doctrine, I 
1 Aer juſt beg Leave to obſerve the Ground of 
| theſe Perſons Miſtate, who aſſert, That there 
are no Degrees in Faith, &c. And I think tis 
= This: That they take nothing to be Faith, but 
Full Aſſurance, or a Full Aſſurance of Intereſt in 
& Chriſt's Great Salvation. 
Now, tho' I grant, That true, ſaving Faith, 
has Aſfurance | in the Eſſence, or Nature of it, 
and more or leſs in the Actings of it; yet this 
Aſſurance is Latent, or lies hid as it were, in 
the fr/# Actings of Faith, and is not ſenſibly 
| diſcern'd, or felt by the Soul, until Faith arrives 
| at a greater Strength, under ſpecial Mani feſta- 
tions of Divine Favour, and Sealings by the 
+ Holy Spirit of Promiſe. I believe 'tis generally 
experienced by the Saints, That in their fir/f 
| Actings of Faith, their Aſſurance, is rather an 
{ Afurance of the ſaving Ohje#, than of their 
con Salvation thereby. And: this might be 
= largely prov'd from the Word of God. When 
ay, an Aſſurance of the ſaving Objee?, I mean 
not, a Bare Aſſurance that Chriſt is the Saviour: 


Devils. But ſuch an Aſſurance that Chriſt is 
the Saviour, that ſtrongly, and ſweetly draws 
the Soul into an Approbation of HIM, and a 
leaving unto HIM alone, as furh, even when 
it doth not know Aether he will ſave it, or 
not. And this Miſtake, That nothing is Faith, 
but Aſſurance : excludes. all thoſe Joe * 
95 


For this Unregenerate Perſons have, yea, the - 


EE Wi 
of it, which are Soul-ſaving, of ſuch, to whicves: | 
the Salvation of the Soul is inſeperably connecteadr, | 


And theſe are, ſuch, 
Heb. Xii. 2. Coming unto. him, * 37.5 
Fleeing for Refuge, Fc. Heb. vi. 18; 3 
It is Chriſt's Command, to the Ends of) the 
Earth, to Sinners at the greateſt Diſtance, that 
they look unto HIM, the Great SAVIOUR, Aja. 
xlv. 22. And unto all that oak, upon their 
Looking, he grants Salvation: As in the next 
Words, Be ye ſaved. And this Act of Faith, 
towards its Object, Chri/t, was Typ'd out by 
the ſtung raelites looking to the braſen Serpents 
as is evident, in that our Lord applies that Type 
unto ty the Antitype, Fobn \ Ill. 14, 1 5. Aud 
4s Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, 


even ſo muſt the Son of Man be liſted up: That 


whoſoever believeth in him (i. e. looketh to him! 
as the ſtung Hraelites looked to the Serpent) 
ſhould not periſb, but have everlaſting Liſe. Our 
dear Lord invites weary, heavy laden Sinners to 
come unto HI M, the mighty SAVIOUR :'*And 
upon their: coming, has promiſed to give them 
Refs Soul-Reſt,. 
xi. 28. And in His Goſpel, he warns poor Sinners 
to flee from the Wrath to come, unto HIM the 
Hiding-place prepar'd of Gop, for their Shelter 


from the Storm of his eternal Vengeance: And 5 
were is the higheſt Aſſurance given, by the 


Word and Oath of a God that cannot? lie. that 


thoſe who * unto * for r Refings, to lay 


C44. 45 i, 
- 4 5 


as Looking unto W — 


preſent and eternal Reſt; Mat. 


4 
1 
| 


K n — —__—_—— 
fo * 
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pld on this Hope ſet before them, ſhall be 
„ eee Whence the Conſolation here- 
4 by given them, is exceeding ſtrong, Heb. vi. 18. 
Now theſe Acts of Faith, do not denote the 
Preſence, but the Abſence of Affurance of per- 
ſonal Safety, previous to their Performance. 
There is indeed an Aſſurance of the ſaving Ob- 
| - 78, ſuch an one that draws the Soul into Motion 
alter it, and Coalition with it, tho” not an Aſ- 
ſiuꝛrance of its preſent Salvation by it. The . 
| | ' raelites oe to the Serpent for healing, not as 
| Sgving it: And the Soul, in its ut Actings of 
. Faith, looks unto Jeſus for Salvation, and not 
as having | it. The Soul comes unto Chriſt for. 
Life, not as having it; as is plain by the Op- 
ofite, ye will not come unto me that ye might 
have Life, John v. 40. The Man-ſlayer, fled 
| to the City of Refuge, for Safety, not as having 
it: And the Soul flees by Faith unto Chriſt, the 
|. [Refuge of poor Sinners, for Security, and not as 
Having it. And as Healing, Life, Security and 
Salvation, are conſequent upon theſe Acts of 
| Faith, fo is the Aſurance thereof likewiſe: 
| 


And therefore Salvation, is propos'd to diſtreſwd 
&F Souls, as an Encouragement to Faith: Belieue on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſued, 
Adds Xvi. 31. For tho it is true, thab the Soul 
zs ſav'd fo Faith; yet it is as true, That it is 

þ fav'd through it: or, That the great Salvation of 


Divine * and 1 in the — thereof by ' 


God in ry n in the Declaration of the 


Co 
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8 bleſſed Spirie; upon that Soul that believes. ö 
So that Faith is oerabile from Aſſurance; or, 
Faith in its , Actings, is previous to Aſſurance: * | 
Doubtleſs it is before i it in Order of Nature, and 

it is often ſo in Order of Time. For though- | 


there is ſome Degree of Aſſurance, Liberty, or. | 


. Soul-reſt, that follows immediately upon an 


2 of Help from above, by Influxes of divine Fa- 


ſuch is the Weakneſs of Faith at fit, that with 


able to do this. And God herein, acts entirely 


Act of Faith: Vet it is often not Aron enough 


to prevail above Doubting, much leſs to exclude | 
it. And is therefore not reflected on by the Soul, 
as Aſſurance, nor call'd by that Name. 

Indeed it is the Duty of a Believer, to rose | 
God. at his Word, as to his eternal Salvation, in 
his believing on the Name F his Son 9205 Chrift, 
and ſo to take up the Aſurance thereof; and 
thereby, to ſet to his Seal that God is true. But 


out there be auxiliary Supplies, as I may ſay, 
vour, Love and Grace upon the Soul, it is not 


as a Sovereign, both as to the Degrees of his ma- 
nifeſtative Favour, beaming forth upon the Soul, 


and as to the Time of its Manifeſtation. And 


hence it is,. That ſome Souls have Aſſurance of 
Faith immediately as it were, or the Aſſurance 
of their own Infereſt, immediately upon their 
Believing ; and others wait longer for it, And 
hence alſo, ariſes thoſe different Degrees of AC 


ſurance, Which are in 4% erent Souls, and in the 


Jane: Soul, at 47 go" Times, That may pro 
F N perl 


--peely be call'd B N 85 Faith, hich TM 
| ſo high, as a comfortable Perſuaſion of the 


Souls Intereſt in Chriſt, ſo as to prevail above 
| Doubting, as well as That which excludes it: 
| | Only the latter is more full, or, properly, full 
| Aſſurance. God calls us to believe firſt; and 
| then after we have. believed, he ſeals us: as, 
| Eph. i. 13. In whom after. that ye believed, 
ye were ſealed with that holy Spirit of Promiſe. 
And he has wiſe and gracious Ends herein, And 
according to the Degree of the Spirit's ſealing, ſo 
|F is the Degree of a Believer's Aſſurance. So then, 
F Aſſurance, and full Aſſurance of Faith, being 
Wd /tinguiſbable, and in ſome Sort ſeperable from 
the Eſſence, or Being, and the firſt Actings of 
Faith in the Soul; we ought by no means to 
conclude, that there are 10 Degrees in Paith, 
pr that there is no Faitb at all, in that Soul | 
Pbhere there are Doubts and Fears. For where- 
Ever any Soul Joos unto Chri/t alone for the 


hole of its Salvation, that Soul has true, ſabing 


Puitb; z whether it has full "ay: > urance of its own 
Bolvation, or not. It has the Salvation, if it 
Pants the Comfort of it. And if Doubts and 
Fears prevail, it is one that is weak in Fuitb; 
Nd ought to be neuriſh'd and cheriſh'din a due 
Wc of all the Means of Grace. And therefore 
can't but judge the ſecond Doctrine t be as 
he as the beſt: Which is, 
2. That till a Man has ſuch a Faich, G30: 
MI Aſſurance of n he — not to uſe the 
e $I. "Ordinances | 


che the Fallity here 


weak, are commanded to uſe them, - And that 


if 


wy 


Ordi inances, not to read the Scriptu re, not to , 
pray, and not to communicate. 7 1 
1 have not Room to enlarge on this: But ſhall 


only give ſome Hints 45 the Word of God to ll 


And, 
If thoſe who hade not full Aſſurance of 
Faith, that are not frong in Faith, or that are 
not grown up unto the full Stature of a perfect 
Man in Chriſt Jeſus: (i. e. comparatively with 
other Chriſtians, who are in their Minority, and 
weak in Faith: Not abſolutely : for ſo, there are 
no Chriſtians that either do, or can arrive to 4 
Fulneſs of Stature, a Perfection of Manhood. in 
Chriſt, in this Life: That being a Glory reſerved 
for us till the Life to come: But if theſe, I ſay, 
that are not ſtrang in Faith, or grown up, com- 
paratively, unto a Fulneſs of Stature) ate not to 
uſe the Ordinances; why are the Saints, ben 
new-born Babes, and as ſuch ,.exhorted and com- 5 
manded, to defire the Ancere Mz f tbe Word, 
that they might grow thereby? 1 Pet. ii. 2. The 8 
Milk, the Grace of the Word, or the free Grace 
of God i in Chriſt, is by his Appointment, con- 
 tain'd in, and communicated th rough the Bragg 1 
/ Ordinances. Ordinances are God's appointed 
Means, by and through which he has promiſed 
to communicate appointed Grace unto. his Chii- 
dren. And therefore it is that hey, even When 


with this View, or to this End, that they might 
grow — And 9 God has Joined toge- 
ther, 


441 
ther, let no Man . 1" Þ If none but full- 
| grown Saints were ' to uſe: the: Ordinances; the 
End here ſpecify'd; that they might: grow: thereby, 
would be null and void, there would be no Place 
for it. It remains. therefore, that weak Saints, 


even ſo weak as new-bor abes, ought, becauſe: 
| commanded, to uſe the rdinances, for their 
= Growth and Nouriſhment ; or that they might! 
| . be nourith'd up in Faith, as the Apoſtle's Phraſe: 
1 is. And let none deny this Truth, leſt, taking 
from God's Word, he reprove them, and they 
* found Liars. For that which is here, in St. 
Peter, commanded, was by the Prophet aiab, 
long ago predicted, and promiſed, concerning 
| 5 Slon's, the Church's Children, even her weak ones, 
0 that they ſhould /uck, and be ſatisfied with the 
& Breaſts of her Conſolations, that they. ſhould mile 
& out, and be delighted with the Nee V her 
; Glory. For thus ſaith the LORD, Behold I will 
extend Peace unto her like a River, and the Glory 
Þ of: the Gentiles like a flowing Stream : Then 2 
De ſuck, ye ſhall be born upon her Sides, and dan- 
led upon ber Knees. As one whom his Mother”. 
[ comforteth, ſo will I comfort you, and ye ſhall- be 5 
comforted in Feruſalem, Iſa. Ixvi. 11, 12, 13. 
and hence it appears, what great Encouragement 
4 Saints have, or thoſe who are weak in Faith, 
o 4% the Ordinances, or to do as they are com- 
manded, even to defire the ſincere Milk of the 
Word, in the Uſe of thoſe Ordinances, of read- 7 
2 the Scriptures, Prayer, and 1 if 
| Pp 1 
| WS 


. 
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at the Lord's Table; ſince the Lord has graci- 3 
ouſly promiſed ſuch abundant Conſolation to them 
thereby; and that they are to /eek for, and ex- | 
A! it unto their Groth. in Grace ra, they | 
As for reading God's Word. and Prayer, t 
are Parts of natural. Worſhip, commanded. 155 
God's Law to be uſed,” even by natural [ag 
tures; or by natural, unregenerate Men, as that. | 
which is 4 unto God their Creator, as the God. 
of Nature, and unto him alfo, as, he has veyeabd 
himſelf to be tbe God of all Grace in Chriſt. 
Hence our Lord exhorted and commanded, even 
thoſe Fews who did not believe in him, to arch 
the Scriptures, for in them (faith he), 2 think je 
have eternal Life, and they are they which, . teftifirs | = 
of me, John v. 39. And the Apoſtle. <xhorts, | 
and commands, even. 4 Simon, Magus, who, Was, 
appatently in the Gall of. Bitterneſs, and in the, | 
Bond of Iniguity, to pray G od, if perhaps. the... 
Thought of bis Heart might. be forgiven bras, | 
Acts v viii. 22. And if 1517 Men are commanded, ; 
to read the Scriptures, and to pray; as hefe 
Duties are Parts of thoſe appointed Means where 
by God communicates Grace to Sinners; al 
more are ſpiritual Men obliged to uſe them, that 
ſo the good Work begun in their Souls, might... 
be carried on and per fected according, to God's 
Appointment. And therefare, the Apoſtle hau: 
ing informed 750 og Verted among the Bphe «1 


Wo that _ 9 5 0 0 mare Strangers a anc . 


[ 46 'F 

of tbe Houfhold of God ; that they were * * a= 
on the Foundation of the 40 les and Propbets; *. 
Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-Stone; 
in whom all the Building groweth unto an holy 
Temple in the Lord, &c. He adds, For this. 

| Cauſe, I Paul, the Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt for 
| you Gentiles , if ye bave heard of the Diſpenſa-, 
| tion of the Grace of God, which is given me to 
4 you-ward * How that. by Revelation he made. 
| | known unto me the Myſtery, (as 1 wrote afore in 
| | few Words, whereby when ye read ye may. — 4p} 
fand my Knowledge in the Myſtery of Chriſt), 
Epheſ. ii. 19, 20, 21. and iii, 1, &c. For what 
Cafe did the Apoſtle write this Epiſtle to them? 
It was that they might read it. And for what 
| Cauſe was they oblig'd to read it ? Why, that 
they might grow thereby, Which is evident, as 

| the 1/7 Verſe of this i Chapter ſtands con- 
nected with the 21/ of the iid. It was that 
| they might underſtand his Knowled ge. of the 
4 [ Myſtery of Chriſt; Not that they might have 
a bare ſimple Underſtanding how Not bis Know- 
{ ledge was in; the Myſtery of Chriſt ; but that by 
their Reading thereof, they might have Fellow- . 
ip with the M. yſtery; as Ver. 9. that ſo they 
might have Boldneſs and Acce Fe with Confidence 
it by the Faith of le. ; and fo that they — 


| 


It not Faint at his Tribulations for them, which 
7 Ae he) is your Glory. Fer his, Cauſe I bow +. 
Knees unto .the God and Fathe ers of our Lord 


Jef * &c. And as it is the _ of, even, 
| weak 


— — —— — 


5 [4] 
wea Saints, to read the Goſpel, ſo the whole of 
God's Word, the Law, or Doctrine thereof, 
that ſo they may grow thereby.” Hence a pecu- 
_ lar F N is pronounced upon the Man 
that delights'in the Lau of the Lord, Pſal. i. 
which doubtleſs includes Readin thereof. And 
be ' (faith the Holy Ghoſt) Tall be like, a. T1 2 
planted by the Rivers of 55 ater, that bringeth 
forth bis Fruit in his Seaſon ; his Leaf alſo ſhall 
not wither, and whatſoever he doth ſhall proſper, 
Ver. 3. and then Ver. 4. the Ungodly are not 
fo; that is, not fo emphoy'd, in reading. God's 4 
Word ; and not ſo bleſt in the Performance of 
that Duty, So that, not to read the Scriptures, 
is one of the Characters of the Ungodly, and a. 
Part of Ungodlineſs. And as for Prayer, God's 
dear Children, even the weakeſt of them, are 
commanded by the Lord Jeſus, Sion's King, to 
be found in the conſtant Obſervance. thereof : 
as, Lukexi, 9. And I ſay unte you, Aſe, and it 
ſhall be given you, :&c. And they were to aſk 
fir the Spirit, which was promiſed to be given 
them upon their aſking, Ver. 13. as the Spirit 
of Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, to increaſe their Graces, and as the Spi- 
rit of Conſolation, to ſeal up their Trtereſt in the 
Lord Feſus. So that for. theſe great Bleſſings, 


in the Gift of the 'Holy Ghoſt, weak Believers, 
are to pray. And as for the Lord's Supper, it is 
certain, that All who have ſprritual Life, ought , 
to do this? in EA of Obrist, that their 


Wan 


Hen BI | Faith. 


1.4, 
SS Faith might be d bn thereby. — =» web k 


2 true 2 775 therein, have Communzon 7 


bz” Body an 4 Blood 9 Chrift to th ir Sou Is Edi- 
Red 'I Cor. 2248 nd xi. 24. Th Thie being 


appointed of God to be à ſealing Ordinance to 
his Children. Hence thoſe three thouſand Souls 
Which were converted under St. Peter's Sermon, 
Adds ii. being immediately baptized, and added 
to the Church, continued ele Ny in eee 
Doctrine, in Fells &ſhip, in breaking of Bread; 


. and i in Prayers, Ver. 41, 42," and ſo were filled 


with Gladneſs of Heart, Ver. 46. I ſhould 


1 ow come to the laſt Boctrine, which is, 


. That one that has ſuch a Faith, 6. 4 a 


Þ PR Faith), may. uſe the. Ordinances, but! 1s not 
1 obliged, or commanded ſo to do. 


And as to this, which is as untrue as the. 
former, The Proofs given under that Head, that 
weak Believers are to uſe the Ordinances, may. 
ſerve to prove the negative. Aſſertion of this, 


„ That pe are not obliged to it,” to be „al Ie. 
And th 


e they. may. uſe them.” Which are theſe, If 
weak Believers are not ' commanded, and ſo not 
oli ged to uſe the Ordinances, how is it that 
they ay uſe them! ? How came they bf. this; 
Eb ? Doth not all our Liberty & o uſe. the 
Ormatices of God, ariſe from bis erdaining, 


them to be ſo uſed. by us?.-And.witl out a ſpe- 
cial Command from God, would not our Obſer- 


Vance 


fore I ſhall only add a few Queries, 4 
concerning the poſitive Aſſertion thereof, Thats 


— 


%. ww & E 


"of 


as Believers, J am, 


qo 


Dance of them be Will-worſhip? And fo fat 


from being accepted, that it would be an Wo- 
mination to the Lord? Again, to what End 
ſhould Perſons uſe them if they are not com- 
manded ſo to do? Will God ever bleſs thoſe 
Things which he hath not appointed, for the 
Good _ any- Soul? No, verily, Let us then 
caſt away al theſe three Doctrines, as not cur- 
rent Coin, having brought them to the Ballance 
of the Sanctuary, and found them wanting. 
The Deſign of the Enemy of Souls herein is, 
to rob God of the Glory due to his Name, and 
his Children of their Joy of Faith, and Privileges I 


Sir, yours, &c. 


* 
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LE T T E R IV, 
Reverend and dear Brother, 
OURS I received, and return you Thanks 
for the ſame, —And as to your Queries, I 


can, through Grace, anſwer them in the Afir- 
mative. And with all Humility and Meekneſs, 


Wonder and Reverence ſay, I feel Chriſt liuing 
in my Heart, That he hath revealed the Father 
to me. That the Father, Son and Spirit dwell in 


my Heart. And that Jam as ſure by immediate, 


inward Knowledge, that the Three-one GO D 
dwelleth in me, as that my Soul inhabiteth my Body. 

As to Chriſt 8 Living 1 in me, this is a manifeſt 
Proof: In that he has given me to ſee and feel 
= 7 G my 


my own Deadneſs towards God, as related to, 
and a Deſcendant from the firſt Adam. That 
| continual Need 1 ſtand in of the quickning Influ- 
ences of the ſecond Adam. And likewiſe to feel 
the ſame, in ſome Meaſure, in my poor Soul, 
unto the Exerciſe (1 hope growing Exerciſe) of 
all Graces, and the Performance of all Duties, 


with ineffable Delight, in the Liberty of his dear 
OO 


Children, 1 g 
But my Brother, my Heart #rembles, to talk 
of Graces and Performances. This ſomewhat 
quiets me, that I am ſpeaking of what Chr: 
doth in me, rather than of what I do. For in- 
deed, I ſee ſo much Imperfection in my Graces 
and Duties, that T am glad to run by Faitb, out 
ef my imperfect Self, into my perfect IEsus, 
and to fee my Beauty, in His Fairneſs, and my 
Blackneſs ſwallow'd up, in His Comelineſs, I 
rejoice in His living for me; which has made 
me fair, yea, All-fair tf And I would not be 
without that gracious Experience I have of his 
| living in me, for a thouſand Worlds] And I ve- 
rily Believe, I know, I know to my unſpeakable 
Joy, that the Zzfe of Jesvs, which I feel in my 
Soul, ſhall remain in me, and increaſe, until it 
has ſwallow'd up all my Death and Darkneſs, 
and fill'd all my Powers Brimful with its own 
immenſe Glories! And, oh for that happy Day! 
As to Christ's revealing the Father to me, All 
| Glory to my Lord! He has in a great Meaſure 
done it, He has given me to now his Relation 


| to 


7 51 
to me as a Father by Grace, in his new Cove. | 
nant ; and mine to him as a Child, by the ſame } 

Grace! He has open'd his Heart-Love to me; 
and ſhewn me how ancientiy it was fd upon | 
me in Him, even upon Me, upon my individual 
Perſon, before the Mountains had a Birth! And | 
how freely this Love of his Heart, as a fovereign | 
Act of his Will wrought towards me. Freely, 
without any Motive from me, without any fore- 

zen Goodneſs in me! For indeed, I had none, 
but what this free Love muſt give. (Nor was 
it poſſible for Gop to foreſee any Goodneſs in al 
Creature, but he muſt firſt ſee it in Himſelf, as 
the Reſolution of his Will to beſtow it upon that 
Creature), And ſo this Love was a preventing 
Love, it was aforchand. with my Goodneſs | / 
- ſee, that this Love was fix'd upon my Perſoul 
without Regard to my Goodneſs. And that out 
of its own Riches, as. a Flow of this infinite 
Ocean, it reſolv'd to beſtow all Goodneſs, Great⸗- 
neſs and Glory upon me! Further, Chriſt ha 
reveal'd the Father to me in his Love, as 1 
was diſtinguiſhing, a Sovereign Love to Jacob 
to me, that was no better 5 Eſau, than mij 
Brother, that was paſſed by! He has likewif 
ſhewn-me the Glory of the Father s Love, as 1 
is Unchangeable, like Himſelf; yea Himſelf-la 
ving! Again, Chriſt hath ſhewn me the Fa 
tber, in the Greatneſs, Invincibleneſs, Inſepe 
rableneſs and Eternity of his Love! That 
was ſo great, as to give his SON , for me, an 
G 2 | 


1 
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bo me, and i in, and with Him, all Things free- 
Ly! T hat it is ſo. invincible, that none of all 
4 my great Sins, and innumerable Provocations, 


* 


4 That it is ſo inſeperable, that neither Death, 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 


T 1 come. Nor Height, nor Depth, nor any o- 
ther Creature, ſhall be able to ſeperate me from 
this Love which is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord! 


That it will Flow out upon me, unto all Grace 
Y | and Glory, without the leaſt Diminution, unto 
W Ages without End! Thus Chriſt hath reveal'd, 

2 and will reveal the Father to me. 

1 And from this Revelation of the Father i in his 
Relation to me, and Love towards me, (and I 
might ſay, in the rich Proviſion he has made 
for me in his everlaſting Covenant) I am ſtrongly 
E Draws, by the Coras of Love, to love him again, 

ro love his Law, and to hate Evil: To love 


ture, as Comformable to 'GOD, and becauſe it 
4 bencurs and pleaſeth him : And to hate Sin, as the. 
| Boer? of Evils, becauſe of its Contrariety to GOD $ 


. 


im. Chriſt's Revealing, the Father to me, en- 
x Ageth me to cleave unto him deligbefully, to 
raiſe him Joy fally, to cry to him earneſtly, 
ba, Pather, and to obey. him freely, in the 
= | | Liberty, 


} 
* 
I 
9 i N 


ever were, or ſhall be able to overcome it | E 


[ Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to 


, And as to the Eternity of it, he hath ſhewn me, 


1 FFioliueſs, becauſe of the Excellency of its Na- 


he chief GOOD, and. hecauſe of the Diſhonour | 
Ut caſts upon him, and the Provocation it gives 


1531 
Liberty, the glorious Liberty of his Children 
Not with a Bondage, flaviſh Fear of being ca 
out of his Family': But with a Filial Reverencs | 
a Child-like Freedom, as being no more a Servants. 

to return to Bondage, but a Son, a Child, an 
Heir of Promiſe, chat ſhall abide in the "IM 
for ever. 

As to the Father, the Son and the Holy Gleſ © 
dwelling in my Heart, Verily it is % Oh in- 
finite Condeſcenſion ! amazing Vonder! For 
'GOD, the Three-One GOD, hath choſen 
gion, the Church, and every particular Believer, 
for his Habitation: This is my Reſt for ever: 
faith he, here will T dwell, for I have defired 
it: And of his new Covenant Children, lie 
ſays, I will dwell in them, and walk in chem. 
And, through Grace, I, a vile, EY Worm, | 
am one of that Number! 

God's Hential Preſence fills all Places and 
Things, in Heaven, Earth and Hell. His glo= 
rious Preſence, fills the upper World. His 
 Wrathful Preſence, the dreadful Deep. His 
general, ſuſtaining Preſence, the whole Univerſe. 
And his ſpecial, gracious Preſence, his Saints 
on Earth, He is preſent, as the God of Nature, 
with all the Forks of his Hands, to ſappott 
their Beings, and natural Operations. He is 
preſent in his People, as the GOD of Grace, to 
ſupport their Lyfe of Grace, and all its Opera- 
tions in, and by them. And tho' the Manner 
of his Dwelling, as the $500 of Nature, in and 
with 


nnn, 

do me, and i in, AP with Him, all Things free- 
| ly! That it is ſo. inuincible, that none ox all 
my great Sins, and innumerable Provocations, 
ever were, or ſhall be able to overcome it! ö 


nor 


ther Creature, ſhall be able to ſeperate me from 
this Love which is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord! 
And as to the Eternity of it, he hath ſhewn me, 

1 That it will Flow out upon me, unto all Grace 
and Glory, without the leaſt Diminution, unto 
' As es without End! Thus Chriſt hath reveal d, 
jo and ill reveal the Father to me. 

4 And 55 chis Revelation of the Father i in his 
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3 2 me in his alten Coenen) I am frongly 
= Praun, by the Cords of Love, to love him again, 

| Fro love his Law, and to hate Evil: To love 
. Tolinefs, "becauſe of the Excellency of its Na- 
g Za as Comformable to GOD, and becauſe it 
1 Penour, and pleaſeth him: And to hate Sin, as the 
| 0% of Evils, becauſe of its Contrariety to GOD, 

The chief GOOD, and. hecauſe of the Diſhonour 
90 It caſts upon him, and the Provocation it gives 


Wraiſe him joy/z/ly, to cry to him earneſtly, 
= Father, and to obey him freely, in the 
Liberty, 


That it is ſo inſeperable, that neither Death, 
4 Vie nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
3 Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to 
come. Nor Height, nor Depth, nor any o- 


A Chriſt's Revealing, the Father to me, en- 
Wareth me to cleave unto him delightfully, to 


? „ ot Ep nr. "WY 
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Liberty, the glorious Liberty of his Childre 
Not with a Bondage, flaviſh Fear of being 'c 
out of his Family: But with a Filial Reverencl 
a Child-like Freedom, as being no more a Servant! 
to return to Bondage, but a Son, a Child, an 
Heir of Promiſe, that ſhall abide in the " 
for ever. 

As to the Pathes, the Son and the Holy Ghof? s 
dwelling in my Heart, Verily it is /o Oh in- 
finite Condeſcenſn! amazing Wonder! For 
'GOD, the Three-One GOD, hath choſen 
Zion, the Church, and every particular Believer, 

; for his Habitation: This is my Reſt for ever: 
faith he, here will I dwell, for I have deſired 

"ES And of his new Covenant Children, lie 
_ mays, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, 

And, through Grace, I, a vile, N Worm, 

am one of that Number! | 
God's eſſential Preſence fills all Phi and 

— | hings, in Heaven, Earth and Hell. His glo- 

rious Preſence, fills the upper World. His 
Wrathful Preſence, the dreadful Deep. His 
general, ſuſtaining Preſence, the whole Univerſs. 
And his ſpecial, gracious Preſence, his Saints 
on Earth. He is preſent, as the God of Nature, 

- |. with all the Works of bis Hands, to ſupport 
their - Beings, and natural Operations. He is 
preſent in iis People, as the GOD of Grace, to 
ſupport their Life of Grace, and all its Opera- | 

tions in, and by them. And tho' the Manner 

of his Deelling, as the God of Nature, in and 

w_ 


Tar 9 
with all the Works of his Hands, and as the God 
Grace, in and with his People, is 7neffable : 


Pet is bi Preſence in and with them both, ma- 


nifeſt by his Word, and by his various Opera- 
tions upon, in, and by them. It may ſuffice 
us then, to know, that GOD duwelleth in us Be- 
lievers, as the GOD of all Grace, by the Teſti- 
monies which his Word give of it, and by the 
Effects of his Dwelling. without a too curious 
Enquiry, How he doth dwell? et 
But yet, as I humbly conceive, The Father 
dwelleth by the Son, the Son by the Spirit, and 
the Spirit from both: So be it is the Holy 
Ghoſt only, that perſonally dwelleth in our Hearts. 
And that by the Spirit's dwelling in us Perſo- 
nally, the Father and the Son may be ſaid to 


dwell. in us Relatively; or, with relation to his 


dwelling in us: In as much as He comes in their 
Name, to manifeſt their Glory in us, and to 
give us Communion with their Perſons; and is 


; the next and immediate Flow of all Divine Com- 


munications unto us, by which the Father and 
the Son dwell in, and Flaw out, in their Love, 
Life and Glory upon our Souls, Thus the Father, 8 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, dwell in my Heart. For, 

He, faith our Lord, that loveth me, ſhall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 


will manifeſt myſelf unto him: and We will 
come unto him, and make our Abode with him, 


And, I can ay, thro Grace, Truly my Fellow- 
F foip is with the Father, and with his Son Teſus 


Chriſt ; 


f wer So long as I feel the Operations of my o 


Chrift; by the Bleſſed Spirit. That the Father, 4 
and the Son dwell in, and flow out upon my 
Soul in Love, . by the Holy Gho/? the Comforter z 


And that at Times, I have ſweet Communion, 


with all the Three Perſons in Love, in the Love- 
Glory of the Gopurap, in all its Diſplays 
thro CHRIST, and ſometimes, diſtin&t Come 


munion with each of the Divine Perſons, in 
thoſe Diſplays of Grace, which more peculiarly 
belong to each of them reſpeAtively, in the great 


Work of my Salvation. And this Communion 1 


which I have with GOD, is an 7nward, effica- 
cious, Soul-transforming T bing. For while I 


behold the Glory of the Lord, while in the very 


3 inmoſt of my Soul, the glorious GODHEAD 
ſpines, 1 am changed | into the ſame Image from 
Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. 


And therefore, 

In Anſwer to your laſt Query, I am as ſure 
by inward immediate Conferanſiels, that the Three- iſ 
One God dwelleth in my Soul, as that my Sour 
inbabiteth my Body. 1 know, that God dwelleth iſ 
in my Soul, by the Diſplays of his Glory there, i 


and by the Operations of the fame in and upon. 
me. TI am as conſcious of this, as I am that my | 
Soul dwelleth in my Body, by its inward Opera- W 
tions, and its enlivening and actuating all the 


Parts and Members thereof to perform their ſe- 


veral Functions. I need not go out of myſelf ti wi 


ask others, Whether I have à Soul dwelling 4 
) Mine » 4 


[ * Oey 
"Member of my Boch. Neither bed 1. 90 a=; 
broad to aſk others, Whether God Dells in my 
Soul: ? While I /ee his Glory, and eel his Power. 

"there, And I am certain, from the Divine 

Mord, and from my own Experience, That 
where God dwells by his gracious Preſence. in 
any Soul, that Soul, at the Times of his Mani- 
feſting forth his Glory there, has the fulleſt De- 
monſtration, the molt delightful Senſation of his 
Preſence, And that Soul That does not experi- 
mentally #zow, what God's enlightning, quick- 
ning, ſtrengthning, and comforting Preſence is; 
has no Reaſon to conclude, That the God of all 
Grace duells in him, but the contrary. 

I doubt not, Sir, you'll think my Anſwers 
very long. Pray Bear with me: I have anſwer'd 
according to the Meaſure of Light and Expe- 
rience given, and Aſſiſtance afforded. — I thall 
leave the whole with God, to make it of ſome 
Ulſe to your Soul, if it be his good Plcaſure. 

Wiſhing you all Joy and Peace in Believing ; 
and all Afiitance, Succeſs and Defence in our 

Dear Lord's Work: Jam, 

Sir, yours in Him for Ever, Kc. 
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BEL EX RATA: 


AGE, Line 3, for, Wesley, read Weſtey. 8 4 3. for 
Weſtley, r. Weſley. p. 5, I. 26, after Gift, for and, r. the. p. 
12, I. 30, for afers, r. aſſerts. p. 16, l. 12, for and, r. an. p. 
| 215 I. 29, for ter, r. ten. p. 26, l. 65 for Doctrine, r. Dockriues. 
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